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In a world of change... 


As ANOTHER NEW YEAR BEGINS, I greet you with the hope 
that it may be for our members and the Jewish Publication Society 
a year of creative accomplishment. May we all, with the help of 
God, enjoy to the fullest the opportunities with which He has 
blessed mankind. \ 


We live in a world of change which sees old ideas, old cer- 
tainties, old ways of life challenged by the upsurge of new concepts 
and new discoveries. It is in this world that your Society can play 
an increasingly important role. We are dedicated to the dissemina- 
tion of spiritual truths, truths expressed by poetry, by history, by 


philosophy, and, above all, by Judaism. These are the truths which 
may lighten the darkening skies around us. These are the spiritual 
eternities which have in the past and will in the future lead peoples 
to a better, fuller, happier life. 


The officers of the Jewish Publication Society at this season of 
re-dedication express the hope that you will join with them in 
seeking to spread this spirit as expressed in our books to an ever 
wider audience. The pen is still mightier than the sword, and even 
mightier than rockets and jets, but its power is only manifested if 
people read its creations. Through books we learn of the glories 
and the errors of the past; through books we can grasp the possi- 
bilities of the future. A dynamic American Jewry must be a 
literate American Jewry. 


Let us all, therefore, start this new year with a new spirit of 
hope, and a determination to match man’s material progress with 
the guiding force of wisdom. The Society is but one spark of this 
wisdom, but you can help to make it glow. 

May the Almighty inscribe us all for a good year; 
AD AM. MSW S04 
And fulfill our requests in abundant measure. 
EDWIN WOLF, 2ND 
° ) 
President i 
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Jewish Book Month 


THEME: ISRAEL 


Jewish Book Month this year has 
been set for November 7th to Decem- 
ber 7th. The Jewish Book Council of 
America, which originated and spon- 
sors the book month celebration, has 
decided to make the 10th Anniversary 
of Israel the center of this year’s 
observance. The September issue of 
In Jewish Book Land, its monthly 
review magazine, is devoted entirely 
to books published in and about Israel. 


It may be well in this connection to 
remind our readers of the books con- 
nected with Israel which the JPS has 
published in recent years. The two 
most recent ones, which are of wide 
general interest, are THE EXILED AND 
THE REDEEMED by Yitzhak Ben-Zvi, 
the President of Israel, and HEBREW, 
THE ETERNAL LANGUAGE by William 
Chomsky. The first tells, among much 
else which is of great interest, the 
story of the Jewish tribes, primarily 
in the Middle East, who have in large 
measure returned to be integral parts 
of the state. Dr. Chomsky’s volume 
tells the story of Hebrew as it origi- 
nated and as it is developing in the 
new state. In fact, the most entertain- 
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Book Month Programs 


Jewish Book Month programs 
throughout the country—in public li- 
braries, schools, synagogues and a host 
of other locations—have been en- 
livened in past years by the display of 
colorful JPS book jackets and liter- 
ature. Similarly, Book Month pro- 
grams have been made specific and 
lasting by discussion of membership 
in the Society: the best guarantee of 
year-round interest in Jewish books. 

Program chairmen wishing to secure 
jackets and literature for display and 
distribution are urged to write the 
Executive Secretary of the JPS as 
soon as possible, since supplies are 
limited. They are further urged to 
make sure their programs have lasting 
value, by scheduling discussions of 
membership in the JPS. 














Review and Resolve 


The close of one year and _ the 
beginning of the next is—by custom 
and by choice—a time of review and 
resolution. 


In the course of such review, our 
members—those who have not already 
done so—will want to make sure that 
their JPS dues for 1958 have been 
paid. This action is, in itself, a resolu- 
tion: it ensures that each member will 
receive the absorbing books in our 
current publication schedule; it en- 
ables him to participate in the So- 
ciety’s vital and continuing work. 








ing and informative section of his 


book is the one dealing with the '@ 


naissance of the language on the ver 
soil where it came into being. 

Two other books deserve mention 
in this connection. The Society has 
issued a new edition of Alexander 
Bein’s THEODORE HERZL, with much 
additional material and a good many 
interesting illustrations. Then there 
is, of course, Norman Bentwich’s 
For ZION’S SAKE, a biography of the 
late Judah L. Magnes, an extraor- 
dinary person whose two homelands 
were the United States and the Holy 
Land. 

A good way to celebrate Jewish 
Book Month is to purchase, read and 
give any or all of these books. 





The JPS Bookmark 


Published quarterly by The Jewish 
Publication Society of America, 222 N. 
Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. Sub- 
scription price 25c per year. Second class 
mail privileges authorized at Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 





2 


September, 1958 


New Covenant 


Books Appear 


Two more Covenant Books are 

bout to appear, thus completing the 
annual quota of four. They are: THE 
WORLD OF JO DAVIDSON, by Lois Har- 
ris Kuhn; and JUBAL AND THE PROPH- 
ET, by Frieda Clark Hyman. 

The Jo Davidson book tells the story 
of the world-famous sculptor who died 
only a few years ago. It is a thrilling 
story of a boy’s rise from the East 
Side ghetto to fame and fortune, but 
above all to the expert use of his 
God-given talents to portray in marble 
the spirit of man. 

The second volume takes the reader 
to the ancient days, 586 years before 
the common era, when Jerusalem was 
besieged by the army of Babylonia. 
The real hero of the story is the 








Prophet Jeremiah, whom we_ see 
through the eyes of a boy of that city. 
Covenant Books aim to entertain, 
instruct and inspire. They are meant 
for the early teens. Opportunity is 
offered to enroll younger men and 
women from the ages of 11 to 15, in 
a Covenant membership with the JPS. 
Such a membership at $7.50 per year 
will bring all four volumes published 
annually. A circular is available. 





Books of Other Publishers 


Lest anyone think that literary con- 
tributions to Jewish culture have be- 
come limited to the United States and 
Israel, we call our readers’ attention 
to a number of valuable and interest- 
ing undertakings by a publisher in 
Denmark, the Munksgaard Publishers 
of Copenhagen. 

The first is a volume, to a large 
extent photographic, of Moses Mai- 
monides’ commentary on the Mishnah. 
This commentary was written between 
1158 and 1168, when Maimonides was 
a young man. The late Solomon D. 
Sassoon attempted to prove that the 

anuscript on which this publication 
@:: was in Maimonides’ own hand, 
written in Arabic but with Hebrew 
characters. The large volume, edited 
by Dr. Raphael Edelmann, head of 
the Judaic department of the Royal 
Library of Denmark, offers a signifi- 
cant addition to the extant Jewish 
literature of the Middle Ages. 







A second venture by the same pub- 
lisher is a facsimile edition of a Bible 
Manuscript presumably written in the 
Orient at about 1105. It has many 
interesting features, explained and 
described in an introduction by Pro- 
fessor Alexander Sperber of the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary of America. 

A third volume published by the 
same firm with the aid of the Royal 
Library in Copenhagen is an exten- 
sive index volume to the Talmud as 
well as to the late Dr. Lazarus Gold- 
schmidt’s nine-volume German trans- 
lation of the Babylonian Talmud. It is 
thus useful for both purposes, the 
original as well as the German trans- 
lation. 

All these are volumes of consider- 
able size; they are handsome as well 
as useful. We call them to the atten- 
tion of libraries especially, but also 
of people who love and cherish books. 
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Culture as a Dynamic Force 
By SOLOMON GRAYZEL, Editor, JPS 


What event stands out as the most 
significant in Jewish life during the year 
5718? The question is a challenging one. 
For if we set aside the worldwide events 
by which we have been affected no more 
than anyone else, and if we disqualify 
developments in Israel which are hardly 
of our doing, we have to admit that there 
is precious little we can point to as sig- 
nificant. We, the vast community of Jews 
in the United States, have lived for 
twelve months—during which a network 
of organizations has worked more or 
less efficiently, money has been raised 
and spent, words have been spoken and 
forgotten—without the community as a 
Jewish community being a whit the bet- 
ter or the wiser. There are no startling 
achievements to record, no new goals 
serving to inspire. 

Someone once said that that people 
was happy which had no history. Who- 
ever first gave voice to this oft-repeated 
bit of sententious superficiality could not 
have had in mind a people whose signifi- 
cance and survival depend on rising to 
opportunities and living a meaningful 
life. For the Jew to have nothing to 
record in any period of time comes pret- 
ty close to stagnation, which is but one 
step prior to extinction. 

Fortunately, contemporaries are poor 
judges of significance. Only later genera- 
tions decided to celebrate the birthdays 
of a Washington and a Lincoln. The Pil- 
grims, on landing, saw only the “stern 
and rockbound coast”; they had no ink- 
ling of a Thanksgiving Day to come. The 
point we want to make is that some 
humble and neglected decision may in 
time assume an importance unsuspected 
by those who made it. 


A Seminal Step 


Such a decision was made in the spring 
of this year by the central organization 
of the Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds. It decided to appoint a committee 
to chart and report on the cultural needs 
of the Jews of this country. Laymen and 


some experts have been asked to evaluate 
existing cultural institutions in terms of 
what they do, can do, and should do. 

Interest in Jewish cultural life is not 
a new phenomenon among American 
Jews. Any number of thoughtful men 
have in the course of the past century 
called attention to the danger of neglect- 
ing this area of Jewish life. A few of the 
more obvious names come to mind at 
once: Isaac Leeser, Isaac M. Wise, Meyer 
Sulzberger, Cyrus Adler, Jacob H. Schiff, 
Louis Marshall and many more. They 
either founded institutions, or urged 
their founding, or helped in their func- 
tioning, so that the best in Jewish life 
might not wither and die. 


Blocks to Cultural Growth 


There is no occasion at this point @ 
embark upon a tirade against the Je 

of the United States for not having re- 
sponded fully to such calls. It cannot be 
repeated too often that in many respects 
the Jews of the United States have given 
proof of intellectual and spiritual powers 
which will earn for them an honorable 
page in the history of the Jewish peo- 
ple. The tree of Jewish life, transplanted 
into American soil, has produced many 
significant fruits. Unfortunately, the 
roots of the tree have been denied those 
living waters which alone can guarantee 
its survival. 

Two factors militated against the 
functioning of Jewish life on the high 
cultural level to which it was accus- 
tomed: the preoccupation of the Jews 
with problems of adjustment to their 
new environment, and the limitation in 
the approach to the problems of Jud 
ism which characterized American if 
ish leadership. The first difficulty is we 
understood and need not be labored here. 
The lack of time for absorbing a second 
culture, the economic struggle, the inade- 
quacy of the earlier leadership—these 
were some of the reasons why the cul- 
tural problems were neglected. 

But one other reason was more im- 
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portant than all of these combined; 
namely, the fear of separateness. Philan- 
thropy and formal religion could be 
justified as paralleling similar activities 
on the part of the rest of the community; 
but distinctions in attitudes, in values, 

education—the things which are the 
ving components of a culture— were 
interpreted as purely Jewish and, there- 
fore, manifestations of the very differ- 
ences between Jew and non-Jew which 
we ached to overcome. 


A Basic Misunderstanding 


At the present time the second factor 
is even more important and less under- 
stood. It involves a typically American 
misapprehension of the nature of Jewish 
culture. Those wonderful men and wom- 
en, some of whom have been mentioned, 
suffered from a restricted outlook. They 
correctly thought of Jewish culture and 
Judaism as largely synonymous, but de- 
fined both in almost exclusively theologi- 
cal terms. They founded and guided 
rabbinic institutions; they were interest- 
ed in religious education; they strove to 

ake their synagogues flourish. 

It is interesting that these men left 
behind only three nation-wide institutions 
which could be classified primarily as 
cultural rather than formally religious: 
the Jewish Publication Society (1888), 
the American Jewish Historical Society 
(1892), and the Dropsie College (1907). 
The late Dr. Cyrus Adler was intimately 
connected with all three. But to most of 
the leaders of that crucial generation 
preceding World War I such institutions 
seemed to be peripheral. When new, phil- 
anthropically-centered interests came 
their way, they all but severed relations 
with the cultural aspects of Jewish life. 
preceding World War I, such institutions 
have been having a hard struggle for 
existence. 


Culture and Religion 


community went wrong was in assum- 

g that Judaism was a cult, in equating 
the aims of the Synagogue with those 
of the Church, in limiting the vast Jew- 
ish heritage to its traditions of worship. 
It is true, of course, that the aim of 
Judaism is the development of religious 
personality; but such personality has 
traditionally included mind as well as 


Where we—leaders and followers—as 
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heart, action as much as spirit, social 
values no less than religious observance. 

The traditional Jewish community 
concerned itself with all these facets of 
life. The elementary school and the adult 
academy, the dissemination of books and 
the relations between man and his neigh- 
bor—all constituted the individual’s and 
the community’s Jewish life. Study was 
ccensidered even more important than 
help for the indigent and the redemption 
of captives for the very simple reason 
that a person under the influence of the 
former would never be remiss in his duty 
to the latter. That loyalty, saintliness, 
dignity, strength and wisdom were found 
among Jews in such rich measure was 
due to the fact that the total Jewish 
heritage exerted its religious influence 
on each person’s spirit. Living as a Jew 
included, but transcended by far, the act 
of joining a congregation or contributing 
to charities. 

Now that the adjustment to the Amer- 
ican environment has gone about as far 
as it can go if the American Jew is to 
retain any sense of individuality, it is 


(Continued on page 7) 





A Special Opportunity 


Each year at this time, members of 
the Society are offered a special op- 
portunity to purchase JPS books and 
those of several other publishers at 
reduced rates, and receive a free book, 
in addition, with each purchase 
amounting to $5 or more. 


This year, the free book is a very 
timely selection, Norman Bentwich’s 
For Zion’s Sake: A Biography of 
Judah L. Magnes. 


The other publishers whose books 
are offered at reduced rates at this 
time include Schocken, East and West 
Library of England and the Yale 
Judaica Series. 


There is purpose in this holiday 
season offering: it is to remind all our 
members that books—and member- 
ships in the Jewish Publication Society 
—are among the most welcome of 
gifts, and the most complimentary. 




















Louis Golding 


The world of contemporary English 
letiers sustained a serious loss when 
Louis Golding died recently. 

Many considered him a modern 
Zangwill, and the judgment was borne 
out by his works on Jewish themes, 
including Magnolia Street, The Silver 
Sisters and a number of others. We of 
the JPS had the pleasure of publish- 
ing his delightful travel book, In the 
Steps of Moses, in 1943, and it has 
become a favorite with many of our 
members. 

Only last year, when he visited the 
United States, Louis Golding outlined 
an ambitious program of work which 
he was planning, and this program, 
coupled with the promise of his past 
writings, gave rise to expectations of 
substantial further achievements, since 
he was only 61 when he died. 

We are left with his works and his 
memory. 











Looking Into 1959 


With all the current discussion 
about ancient — as well as contempo- 
rary—Israel, the JPS hopes to present 
its members during the coming year 
with two volumes in the general field 
of archaeology. One is the story of the 
Negev, RIVERS IN THE DESERT, by 
Nelson Glueck. Dr. Glueck, President 
of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, is one of the 
world’s foremost archaeologists. Some 
years ago we co-published his book on 
the River Jordan. He now gives us in 
this volume a thorough discussion of 
the Negev as it was before human 
neglect permitted it to degenerate into 
a desert. 

A second book which we plan to dis- 
tribute in 1959 is ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
THE OLD TESTAMENT, by James D. 
Pritchard. This is an unusually well- 
written discussion of the many ways 
in which archaeological finds have 
made the Jewish Bible more intelligi- 
ble. Dr. Pritchard makes many ob- 
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Back in Stock 





The Hebrew-English Bible, in two 
volumes, published several years ago, 
went out of stock early in the summer 
when the original supply was sold ou 
New stock has been received from the 
bindery and members may now order 
this attractive set as a membership se- 
lection, where it counts as two books, 
or by purchase at a discount of 20% 
plus postage. The set lists for $7.50 
and has 2,264 pages 5” x 844”, with 
the Hebrew and English texts in par- 
allel columns on each page. 





scure passages in the Bible come to 
life. 

Dr. Glueck’s book is to be a co- 
publication with Farrar, Straus & 
Cudahy; Dr. Pritchard’s book is to be 
published by the Princeton University 
Press, and will be distributed by the 
Society to its members. Since thes 
books were not written directly f 
the JPS, but primarily for a non- 
Jewish audience, a Jewish reader will 
occasionally find a phrase or a sentence 
not put in our usual form. The con- 
tents of the books, however, are im- 
portant enough to make us overlook 
such deviations. 
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A citation was presented to the Jewish Publication Society, in recognition of 70 years 
service to the Jewish community, by The College of Jewish Studies at commence- 







ent exercises held in Chicago on June 15. Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Editor of the 
@:::.: (center), made the commencement address. The citation was presented by 
Judge Harry M. Fisher and accepted by Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, a member of the JPS 
Publication Committee. Looking on are (left) Dr. Abraham G. Duker, President of 


the College and (right) Samuel N. Katzin, President of its Board of Trustees. 











Culture: 
A Dynamic Force 


(Continued from page 5) 


good to know that our communal leaders 
are beginning to think in terms of re- 
asserting the cultural values of Jewish 
life. For it is no service to America for 
the Jew to be quite as indistinguishable 
from the mass as he has already become. 
It is no expression of Judaism to limit 
it to synagogue attendance and some 
home ceremonials whose observance or 
n-observance equally is often founded 

misconception of their origins and 
ignorance of their religious goals. It is 
anything but an assurance of our com- 
munities’ survival for them to neglect 
the very bases on which they rest, name- 
ly, the variety and depth of the Jewish 
cultural heritage. 

Subconsciously the Jews of the United 
States and of other western countries 





have always understood the need for 
cultural activity. Any number of literary 
and historical organizations, research and 
teaching institutions, lectures, forums 
and week-end retreats have come into 
being. Many of them compete with one 
another for the attention of men of 
means whose support is indispensable. 
But such men are few, and they will be 
even fewer in the next generation unless 
the cultural forces are given a chance 
to make their influence felt and so re- 
store the balance within Jewish life. 

The decision of the Council of Jewish 
Federations and Welfare Funds comes 
therefore at a critical time. It can bring 
order out of organizational chaos and 
increase the effectiveness of our cultural 
institutions. It can help bring about that 
spiritually creative Jewish community 
which is long overdue. The imagination 
is in fact staggered by the vastness of 
its opportunity, and the heart beats high 
with hope. 





A stirring and evocative narrative poem 
and the three newest volumes in a monu- 
mental study of the history of Jewish 
life and thought are the latest publica- 
tions in our 1958 list. 

Grace Goldin’s Come Under the Wings: 
A Midrash on Ruth retells, in a flowing, 
idiomatic and intensely poetic English, 
the Book of Ruth, as it was elaborated 
and expanded by the ancient Talmudic 
rabbis. The deep human understanding 
of the ancient sages is communicated 
unforgettably to the modern reader. 


of his epochal A Social and Religio 
History of the Jews, carries the story 
further, not in time but in depth. Deal- 
ing with the period of the High and 
later Middle Ages, the three volumes 
probe deeply into Jewish intellectual and 
spiritual life, artistic expression, scien- 
tific, legal and _ philosophie thought. 
These three volumes, co-published with 
Columbia University Press, are available 
to members only, and are distributed only 
as a unit, not separately. 


Salo Baron, in Volumes VI, VII and io) 
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